Thetford Energy Committee 2010 Annual Report
The Thetford Energy Committee (TEC) worked on the following projects in 2010 to help the town, its residents and businesses reduce energy use, save money and protect the environment:

Community Center Weatherization –  TEC,  Sustainable Energy Resource Group (SERG), and 59 community volunteers worked over 500 hours to complete renovations and weatherization retrofits on the Thetford Center Community Center. Upgrades included installation of:  air sealing; attic, walls and basement insulation; foundation repaired; exterior drainage, ventilation systems, emergency smoke and CO detectors,; and a new high-efficiency sealed-combustion furnace.  The building’s air leakage reduced almost 80%, making itmuch more comfortable and energy efficient.
Educational Films, Workshops and Tips– The TEC organized an educational series, including the films “Transforming Energy” and “The Lorax” and a talk by Thetford resident and Vt. Law School professor, Pat Parenteau about the hazards of coal, including CO2 release and mountain top removal.  Each event was attended by 30-40 participants. TEC submitted monthly Energy Tips to the Thetford Newsletter.  TEC also organized three free workshops on making insulated window coverings, bicycle tune-ups and efficient driving techniques.  TEC also worked with Thetford Academy and Elementary School students to organize and promote 350.org events that took place on 10/10/10 to combat and promote awareness of climate change.
No Idling Signs – The TEC coordinated the purchase of 11 “No Engine Idling Please” signs by Thetford businesses, banks and Latham library.  We hope all of these signs will be installed before 2011 to encourage energy conservation and reduced emissions.

Streetlights – Thetford received a federal stimulus grant to upgrade town streetlights to more energy efficient LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes), which will cut electric use for streetlights by one third to one half.  Before purchasing new lights, TEC worked with the Selectboard to see if any existing lights  could be removed.  Three lights have been permanently removed and four others on Thetford Hill are being considered for removal and replacement by sidewalk lights.  The new LEDs should be installed in 2011.

PACE Grants – Thetford received a second federal stimulus grant to investigate and put before the Town for vote in 2011 the option of forming, or joining a Property Assessed Clean Energy district. This would allow the Town to bond, and individuals to borrow against the bond to install energy efficiency or renewable energy measures on their homes.  The Selectboard and TEC are currently working on this proposal.

Promoting Efficient New Building – TEC worked with the Thetford Planning Commission to create new zoning amendments to encourage greater efficiency in Planned Unit Developments. 
Energy Efficient Light Bulbs – The TEC and SERG sold 44 energy-efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) at the 2010 town meeting, which over their lifetimes should save 20,340 KWH, $2,644 in electrical use and 15.26 tons of CO2 to atmosphere. 

TEC Education and Networking – Four TEC members attended the annual day-long Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network conference as well as two Upper Valley roundtables of energy committees organized by SERG.

Respectfully submitted by the Thetford Energy Committee:

Ellen Blumberg - 785-9883, mjblumberg@valley.net

Paul Gerke - 649-2587, paulgerke@thetfordenergy.org

Joel Legunn – 785-3041, joel.legunn@gmail.com

Chris Hebb - 333-9689, chris.hebb@valley.net

Alice Stewart - 785-3087, afs@finowen.net

Scot Zens - 802-785-4012, Michael.S.Zens@Dartmouth.EDU

Bob Walker, Chair - 785-4126, Robert.J.Walker@valley.net
